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The semester is coming to an end and everyone knows what that 
means- midterms are coming. Although midterms tend to be 
nerve-racking, there are many ways to prepare. 

 Midterms will start on January 15th 
and go to the 17th. On the 15th, the 
schedule will be 1st period review, 3rd 
period review, 5th period review, 1st 

period test, lunch, 3rd period test, and 
lastly the 5th period test. The 16th will 

follow the same schedule, but with periods 2, 4, and 6. Friday the 17th will be 
a litt le different with the schedule consisting of 7th period review, 8th period 
review, 7th period test, lunch, 8th period test and then students will leave at 
12:45 for an early release. Midterms make up five percent of a student 's 

overall grade. If a student receives at least one 
A and all Bs on their report card and at least a 
B on their midterm then they can be exempt 
from finals. Some students may not be eligible 
for exemption because of attendance and 
number of detentions.

When taking midterms it is important to 
remember certain tips and tactics. Make sure 
to study several nights before the test. 
Flashcards are good for remembering terms, 
names, or dates. For subjects such as math, 
the best way to prepare is to practice. Get a 
good night 's sleep the night before and a good 
breakfast that morning. Ask your teacher 
questions if you are confused. Remember to 
stay calm. Midterms are important, but there is 
no need to psych yourself out because of 
them. The best thing to do when taking tests is 
to stay focused and if you can't answer a 
question, just skip it and come back.
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Don't Just Answer  With "C"  continued on from page one.
Everyone has different ways of studying, but there are certain things that apply to everyone. Freshman 

Mindy Brown said, "I like to take breaks while I study so I won't get burnt out." Taking breaks is an important 
studying tactic. Sometimes while studying students can lose focus or get distracted. Pausing every once in a 
while will help take your mind off the subject for a bit. Then, you can go back to your notes and focus on what 
you're studying. If you can, try to move around during your break; take a walk, go up and down your stairs, or 
make yourself some food. Set timers to know when to stop and start studying. Be consistent and study at the 
same time of day, everyday.

Sophomore Madison Srock added, "I stay calm during midterms by pushing myself to stay focused on the 
criteria and making sure I'm prepared in advance. Reviewing with teachers before the midterms really helps me 
because it allows me to dial down on what they are looking for."  There are many ways to prepare for midterms, 
but what 's important is to find the way that is best for you.

A good thing to remember is that teachers are there to help you. Don't be afraid to ask questions or for 
help.  Seventh grade Science, Chemistry, and CCP Chemistry teacher Ms. Averell said, "Don't wait until the night 
before to study. Study a litt le bit each day. Go over our notes, worksheets, and previous quizzes and tests. Make 
flashcards for vocabulary, re-work problems, and figure out how to do any problems you missed. If you don't 
understand something, go talk to your teacher and ask them for help before the exam." Review periods are built 
into the schedule for a reason and your teachers will probably be reviewing before the test day, so use those 
days to ask as many questions as you need.

Don't freak out. There are people and resources that can be accessed to help you study. Good luck, 
McDonald.

Edit or ial: Tim e's Running Out  Finish Your  Scholarships
By Ziad Aziz

Each year, $46 billion is awarded in the form of scholarships and grants. Scholarships 

give students the ability to attend college, even with poor financial situations. With 

college tuition constantly increasing, it is getting more difficult for students to attend 

college and receive a vital education. Students are stuck paying college loans for most 

of their life after college. If students apply and receive scholarships, it allows them to 

go to college for much less and possibly completely free.  

Scholarships are beneficial to anyone who applies for them because it helps people 

set a limit on how much cheaper their education will be after writing these grants. 

Scholarships help provide an opportunity for many people to earn an education 

without additional assistance from loans. In fact, you could be awarded just for applying for these because 

sometimes people don?t even apply for some so you could easily get more money off for school. 

Here at McDonald Mrs. Bosheff helps provide better opportunities with scholarships. She 

provides them on her website here: 

https://sites.google.com/mcdonald.k12.oh.us/tracy-bosheff/senior-scholarship-information

You may ask yourself why scholarships are so important to apply for, it helps so much to just do it and it 

only takes up to 500 words. The price for college is extremely expensive so putting effort into writing an essay 

just to get the possibility of winning the money is so beneficial for the college that you're attending. Time is 

running out. Start your scholarship essays and help pay off your potential student debt.

Nick  Zarbaugh look ing for  
scholarships t o apply for .

https://sites.google.com/mcdonald.k12.oh.us/tracy-bosheff/senior-scholarship-information
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Spare The Detai ls, 
Winter  Spor ts Are Here

By: Elle Airhar t
Winter officially started on the 21st, however the winter sports for 
McDonald started weeks before. Basketball has started without a hitch 
and the varsity teams have a good winning streak going. As for bowling, 
they have had their struggles, but have found their stride.

Both the boys and the girls basketball teams are doing well so far in their 
season. With a record of 5-0, the boys are feeling pumped and ready for 
the season ahead. Their upcoming home games are this Friday the 17th 
against Lowellville at 5:30, which also happens to be senior night. It 's a 
must see. Another game is the following Tuesday at 5:30 against Bristol.

The girls and their winning streak of 6-0 have their eyes set on the District 
Championship and more. They managed to reach this level last year, and 
are working extra hard to keep the team going and reach it once again. 
Lucy Wolford, a sophomore on the Varsity team, continues the hopeful 
mentality and says, "I am very 
excited for the rest of the season. 

The team atmosphere is great. Everyone works together, supports and 
pushes each other to become the best player they can be." A couple 
upcoming home games for the girls are this Monday at 5:30 against 
Lowellville and the 16th against Waterloo at 5:30.

Bowling is finding its stride. They suffered a couple losses, but 
came back on top with their other six wins. Like basketball, the team 
expects to perform at their best and hopefully make it to Regionals and 
possibly the state level. They are confident that if they keep working 
hard, they will surely reach these goals. The girl's team has a record of 
3-2 for the season so far. They are working hard to keep the streak going 
and hope to make it big this season.

Junior James Myers is returning from last year and said, "Part of it 
was I bowled last year and did good enough for a starting spot on the 
varsity boys team, but the other part of it is that we always have a good 
time when we bowl and make it fun while still winning matches."

All sports are doing exceptionally well in their fight for the top. 
They also enjoy what they do and do it for more than the competition. 
Let 's wish all the players good luck for their season ahead and many 
more victories.

Jam es Myers prepar ing t o bow l for  
h is t urn of  t he m at ch.

Phot o Credit : Rylee Acierno

Gir ls basket ball t eam  huddle up 
t o learn t he next  st rat egy dur ing a 
per iod break .
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Winter 's Here, A Snow Day Is Near
By: Theresa Great house

It 's the most wonderful time of the year, winter is here. It 's that time of year when 
stores display all the decorations for the month of December, and when children 
go sled-riding with friends and family and really get into the holiday spirit. 
Although winter snow is fun to play in and have snowball fights, it can be unsafe at times. When conditions are 
not safe schools usually call a two-hour delay or a snow day, depending on the severity of the weather. 

Weat her  Updat es
Winter snow can be pretty and mesmerizing, but it can also be risky and dangerous. If roads are cleared of snow 
there may still be black ice, most of the times you can't see it because it 's clear. When driving in winter weather it 
is important to make sure your tires are not bald and if they are, get some new ones. 

When looking for weather updates the best place to look is on your phone, computer, or the TV. Some channels 
to look at would be WKBN, WMFJ, and the National Weather Service. When this alert is put out it is important you 
listen and make sure the blizzard or snow storm isn't heading your way, and if it is make sure you take 
precautions and stay safe. If the temperature is not below 20 degrees you should be okay to go sledding for a 
while, but make sure to take a break every 20-25 minutes to get warm.

When should we call a snow day?
When weather is too severe, schools usually call a two hour delay or call the school day off completely. 
Superintendent Mr. O'Connell said, "I really try to think about the kids who walk to school, that ride the bus, and 
the kids who come from other areas to get to school. I try to think if it 's really safe for them to be traveling in the 
weather. I also have to think about- is the weather going to get better? Will the roads be cleared, do we have 
time to clear them?"

He also added, "Sometimes I still come in from 4-5 a.m. and drive around to really get a feel of the weather 
severity." If there is a two hour delay or a snow day parents will receive a call. When asked what he does on a 
snow day he says he likes to let his family sleep in and really let them enjoy it, and hopes that other students on 
their snow day are having a nice day off and staying safe. 

McDonald, Br iefly
By Nikolina Drobnjak

The High School Prep Bowl Team will be taking part in a 
tournament on Saturday Jan. 25.  They will be facing off against other Trumbull 
County teams at the TCTC. The Lordstown Tournaments for the High School team 
will take place on March 14 and the Junior High tournament will take place on 
February 22 at Lordstown High School

McDonald Student Volunteers had a winter wonderland themed dance for the Junior 
High. The dance took place in the commons and  refreshments were served while the 
students danced to music. Over 400 dollars were raised through ticket sales to benefit 
Akron Children's Hospital.

Drama Club's 2020 production Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs will be 
shown in the auditorium this February. Be on the lookout for upcoming 
announcements regarding the date and time of viewings.
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January Calendar  Events
By: Theresa Great house

Boys Varsit y Basket ball
Tuesday January 14th- Away against W. Reserve @5:30 p.m.

Friday January 17th- Home against Lowellville (Sr. night) 
@5:30 p.m.

Tuesday January 21st- Home against Bristol @5:30 p.m.

Tuesday January 24th- Home against Waterloo @5:30 p.m.

Tuesday January 28th- Away against Springfield @5:30 p.m.

Friday January 31st- Away against Jackson Milton @5:30 
p.m.

Gir ls Varsit y Basket ball
Monday January 13th- Home against Lowellville 
@5:30 p.m.

Thursday January 16th- Home against Waterloo 
@5:30 p.m.

Thursday January 23rd- Away against Springfield 
@5:30 p.m.

Monday January 27th- Away against Jackson Milton 
@5:30 p.m.

Thursday January 30th- Home against Mineral Ridge 
@5:30 p.m.Bow ling

 All matches begin @4:00 pm

Monday January 13th- Against Heartland Christian at Westside Bowl

Wednesday January 15th- Against Lowellville at Westside Bowl

Tuesday January 21st- Against Girard at McKinley Lanes

Wednesday 22nd- Against Bloomfield at Champion Lanes (Girls only)

Tuesday January 28th- Against Lordstown at Freeway Lanes 

Ot her  Event s
Girls Softball has conditioning Monday & Wednesday after school 
for an hour and open gym on Sunday 1:00- 3:00 p.m.

 

Phot o 
Credit - 

Kait lyn Helt  
Bow ling 

Team m at es

Top 10 New Year  Resolutions
By: Elle Airhar t

1. Weight Loss - The resolution is always lost the moment your parents pull into 
McDonald's.

2. Spending Less Money - But the new gaming console just came out!
3. Spending More Time With Family - But then you remember why you didn't 

spend time in the first place.
4. Staying Positive - See #3.
5. Learning A New Skill - But sleep is so much easier.
6. Staying Organized - A week in and you finally realize that your glasses are on 

your head.
7. Be Less Lazy - See #5.
8. Improve Self Care - Lord knows we can't afford the spa trip.
9. To Go To Bed At A Reasonable Time  - You don't remember the resolution 

until it 's five in the morning and you have school in two hours.
10. Better Grades - How do you even study for math?!
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Outstanding Staff- - Mr. Domitrovich
By: Hannah Wer le

Most students in America are taught from a young age how to read, write, and speak English. As one 
grows older, they are taught to use these skills when communicating with employers, coworkers, neighbors, and 
even strangers. Your ability to do these things is probably thanks to wonderful English and Reading teachers 
who invested themselves in teaching you how to use English in the best way possible. One such amazing teacher 
is this issue's outstanding staff, Mr. Domitrovich.

Mr. Domitrovich teaches English 11, English 12, and 7th grade Study Skills/Technology. He has been 
teaching for twenty-two years, with twelve at McDonald. Mr. Domitrovich doesn't just teach English, he also 
helps out with many of the school's extra curriculars. He coaches the track and field along with the cross-country 
team. In addition, he has helped build sets for the school plays, and can often be seen running the lighting and 
sound systems as well.

Mr. Domitrovich didn't want to be a teacher as a high school student. He originally went to college for 
financing, until he decided that this was not the path he wanted to follow.  Then he realized that he wanted to be 
happy in his job, and if he wasn't, then it wasn't worth it. Mr. Domitrovich said, "No matter how much money you 
make or are going to earn in life, you need to be happy." It was important that he decided to follow through on 
something that brought him joy.

Mr. Domitrovich didn't come to the decision to become a teacher by himself. He credits several people 
with his decision to take a job he would enjoy. He added, "A former educator and dear friend at McDonald, Mr. 
Gamertsfelder was an English teacher here and got involved in everything. He and Mr. Rupe showed me [why 
he'd want to be a teacher] through modeling how important our jobs as educators really are." The school is 
certainly grateful that these teachers influenced Mr. Domitrovich so much.

Mr. Domitrovich influences his own set of students when he teaches. Senior Vic Wynyard said, "The 
reason I like Mr. Domitrovich is because he's very involved with his students. He shows he cares and he tries to 
check in with me to make sure I understand what 's happening." 

Seventh grader Isabella Sallustio agreed, "Mr. Domitrovich is an amazing and funny teacher. He makes 
sure to be helpful when we work on challenging tasks. Another nice thing is that we get to do a lot of fun things 
in his class." Mr. Domtrovich works hard to engage with students and teach them in fun and interactive ways.

Mr. Dom it orvit ch st anding w it h his 
w ife and son.

Mr . Dom it rovich helping w it h t he sound 
syst em  dur ing t he Chr ist m as in t he 
Vil lage.
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What Gr inds My Gears -  Decorations 
Being Put Up Before Other  Holidays End
By: Elle Airhar t

So, it is custom to decorate our houses and stores for upcoming holidays. It 's been like 
this since the beginning of holidays themselves. But, it has started to change now. 
Stores, specifically, have started to give holidays less of a celebration vibe and more of a 
"Buy me! I'm cheaper than the store next door!" kind of vibe.

I'm talking about you, Walmart, and every other retail store that does this! It seems to 
happen with every holiday. A major one will end, like Fourth of July for example, and 
then the next time you walk in to Dollar General, there will be skeletons and jack 'o 
lanterns strung up for Halloween. It 's completely absurd. Let us as consumers breathe. 
Being prepared for the seasonal changes and appealing to consumers is one thing, but 
putting up decorations for a holiday MONTHS before its actual day is a litt le crazy.

The worst part is that they don't show the enjoyment of the holiday afterwards. They 
just whisk the seasonal products off the shelves and start putting up the next holiday. 

They sometimes even ignore other ones before the big ones. Like Thanksgiving! Christmas decorations and 
music had been out for about three weeks before Thanksgiving. The masses forget about a holiday known for 
being thankful for another celebration that, unfortunately, has more commercial value. All I can do is shake my 
head.

Neat Locker : Tara Mulrooney
By: Theresa Great house

What 's in t he locker?
This is Tara's locker

- Book Bag

- Books 

- Binders

- Pencil pouch

- Pictures

Why are t he it em s in t here?
"My books, binders, and pencil pouch are all in 
my locker because I need them for school. My 
book bag is in my locker because it allows me to 
carry my work to and from my car."

How t o keep a neat  locker
Tara says, "I personally keep my books and 
binders that are for first half on the top of my 
locker and the second half on the bottom of my 
locker." She added, "If you keep your binder 
organized and there aren't papers sticking out 
everywhere it also helps." 

Be sure to always put papers where they need to 
go instead of being lazy or saying you'll do it 
later. There could possibly be a notebook check 
that you don't know about. Staying organized will 
help you and make you feel clean and prepared. 



The Villager, January 13, 2020 page 8

Backpage Pics By: Hannah Wer le
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